
 

Key knowledge - Notation Key Knowledge - Listening 
● The treble clef notes for the 

pentatonic scale 
● Notes are grouped into beats 
● Japanese music uses specific 

instruments and notes 
 

 

● Composers change tempo for specific effect 
● The orchestra has 4 sections of instruments (brass, woodwind, strings, 

percussion) 
● Instruments in each orchestral section make their sound in a similar way 
● Music is composed for a specific purpose 
● Classical composer 

 
 

Key vocabulary  

pentatonic 
scale 

a five note scale using the 
notes C, D, E, F, A 

 
 
 
 
 

koto 
 

a Japanese harp-type 
instrument with 13 
strings 

 

shamisen 

a traditional Japanese 
three-stringed lute, with a 
square body, played 
with a plectrum 

 

shakuhachi a Japanese vertical, 
bamboo flute 

 

 Japan an archipelago of over 
6000 islands 

 classical 
music 
 

music which is mostly 
played by the 
orchestra 
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