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Illustration
Narrative art or illustration?
There are different ways that art can be used to help tell a 

story. Narrative art is usually a single image which aims to tell 

a story on its own. This is a traditional form of artwork, and 

many famous examples tell stories from the Bible or from 

mythology. 

Illustration is more usually seen accompanying text. There are 

many famous examples from children’s books. Comic books 

and graphic novels tell stories visually.

Using a storyboard
Comic books and graphic novels are stories told visually, with 

text secondary in importance to illustrations. They are often 

presented in storyboard form. A storyboard can also be used 

by a writer or an artist to help them plan their work. 


