
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday 6th January 2026 
 
 
Information on Informed Consent and Written Consent for School Trips 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
At Oldway Primary School, we want to ensure that all school trips and activities are safe, 
well-organised, and clearly communicated with families. To support this, we follow 
government guidance on informed consent and written consent. Please take a moment to 
read the information below so you understand what is required and why. 
 
Informed Consent 
For local (within Torbay), low-risk activities that take place during the normal school day - 
such as short walks in the community, visits to nearby amenities, or outdoor learning on or 
near the school grounds - we operate under a system of informed consent. 
 
This means: 

●​ You will be told in advance about the activity (usually through Seesaw or a letter 
about the trip). 

●​ You do not need to return a permission slip each time. 
●​ By keeping your child enrolled and informed, you are giving ongoing consent for 

these everyday, low-risk activities. 
 
We will always ensure that: 

●​ Activities are appropriately supervised. 
●​ Risk assessments are in place. 
●​ You are notified of any changes or special requirements. 

 
Written Consent 
For any activity that is out of the ordinary, occurs outside the normal school day, or involves 
higher levels of planning or travel, we will obtain written consent from a parent or carer. This 
includes: 

●​ Day trips requiring transport outside of the local area (e.g., museums, parks, sports 
events).  For “local area” we mean within Torbay.  

●​ Activities involving specialist instructors (e.g., swimming, climbing, workshops). 
●​ Residential trips. 
●​ Any event taking place before or after school hours (e.g., sports fixtures, trips after 

school) 
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Written consent ensures that: 
●​ You have received all necessary information about the activity. 
●​ You have a chance to ask questions. 
●​ We have your formal agreement for your child to take part. 
●​ Children cannot participate in these trips without a completed and returned consent 

form. 
 
The UK Department for Education’s guidance is “For children over nursery age, written 
consent is not needed for most trips, as they’re part of the curriculum … Written consent is 
usually only needed for trips that … need a higher level of risk assessment or are outside 
normal school hours.” This means that for everyday school-day trips, we rely on informing 
you (informed consent), but for riskier or out-of-hours trips, we will always ask for your 
written consent. 
 
Please ensure that your child’s medical details, emergency contacts, and any specific needs 
are always up-to-date - you can do this via the Arbor app. This information helps staff keep 
children safe on all trips, whether local or further afield. 
 
We are always happy to help. If you have any queries about consent, upcoming trips, or 
safety procedures, please contact the school office. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and support in helping us provide enriching and enjoyable 
experiences for all of our children. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
Mrs E Bamber 
Head of School 
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