What does sacrifice mean? 'I'ﬁ(‘)\

*Sacrifice means giving something up for the sake of someone else.

*For thousands of years, humans made religious ritual sacrifices of animals or
precious things to God to give thanks, ask for help or ask forgiveness for sins.

Abraham/Ibrahim tested by God A

*The Jewish Torah, and Christian Bible, contain a story about Abraham, who
was so faithful to God that he was willing to sacrifice his son, Isaac,
because God told him to. At the last moment, God provided an alternative
sacrifice of a ram. Abraham was rewarded by God for his faithfulness.

_ _ o . _ Key vocabulary

* The Islamic Qur’an contains a similar story of Ibrahim (Arabic for
Abraham), who was willing to sacrifice a different son, Ishmael. » Abrahamic faiths: collective term for religions tracing

roots to Abraham: Judaism, Christianity and Islam

* This story is an important link between the three religions sometimes
called the Abrahamic faiths who all believe in one God. « forgive: to stop feeling angry at someone for a bad

«Muslims remember the story of Ibrahim by celebrating Eid-ul-Adha. thought or action

Jesus as ultimate sacrifice

*Christianity teaches that Jesus was the
ultimate sacrifice. After his sacrifice on the
cross, humans only need to repent, and God will
forgive them, bringing them to salvation.

* forgiveness: letting go of bad feelings or resentment
* resurrection: coming back to life after death

« repent: say (and feel) sorry for doing bad things

* ritual sacrifice: to offer or kill as a religious act

» salvation: saving from sin and its consequences

, - e * scripture: a word used to describe religious texts

+Jesus’ crucifixion and sacrifice is remembered
by many Christians on Good Friday, some make
pilgrimages to Jerusalem or visit Stations of

the Cross.

* sin: a bad thought or action that breaks God’s rules

* The Fall: the origin of sin in the story of Adam and Eve.

« ultimate sacrifice: Jesus’ giving up his life for those he
loved
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How do the Abrahamic faiths link?

Because of their links to Abraham (or Ibrahim), Judaism, Christianity and Islam are often called the “Abrahamic faiths”. The
faiths share some similar stories and the important belief in one God (monotheism).

Ibrahim is the Arabic for Abraham. He is considered a prophet of Islam, who was the first to struggle with his understanding
of God as one. He is often called “God’s friend” in Islam and is a significant link to the shared roots of Jewish, Christian and
Islamic teachings.

The diagram below shows how the Abrahamic faiths — Christianity, Judaism and Islam - can all trace roots to Abraham.
Islam recognises Abraham, Moses and Jesus as prophets.
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