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The river Ganges – A place of spiritual community

In what diverse ways do Hindus 
build a sense of community?

Celebrating as a community

•Many Hindus connect through celebrations and festivals, at 
home and in the wider community. 

•At Diwali , many Hindus spring clean homes, give gifts and 
sweets, buy new clothes, decorate homes, watch fireworks, 
light Diya lamps and create rangoli patterns.

•Holi is the festival of spring, colour and new life, celebrated 
with bonfires, putting grain in the fire and, on the next day, 
throwing coloured powder and water. Many Hindus share food 
and presents.

•Pilgrimage is a journey of religious significance. 

•The Ganges is a place of spiritual significance. Many 
Hindus make pilgrimages to places on the river.

•Some believe the Ganges flowed from heaven to 
purify humans. Sometimes, the river is referred to as 
‘mother' or ‘she'.

•Kumbh Mela is a 55-day festival celebrated every 
twelve years. Pilgrims visit and bathe in the Ganges 
taking bottles of the river water back to loved ones. 

Key vocabulary
• aarti: ceremony used in Hindu worship involving offering a light to the deities.
• community: a group of people having something in common or a feeling of fellowship with 

one another
• deity/deities: preferred term including God, gods and goddesses
• Diwali: Hindu festival of light remembering the triumph of good over evil in the Ramayana
• Ganges: sacred river running through northern India and Bangladesh
• Mandir: a Hindu place if worship
• murti: sacred images or statues used to represent the deities
• pilgrimage : a special journey to a place of religious or spiritual significance
• spiritual: relating to the human soul or non -physical aspect of a person

• worship: treating someone (God) as more important than anyone else

Pilgrims bathing in the Ganges
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