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Five pillars of Sunni Islam

How do Muslims express their 
beliefs in their daily lives? (2)

•Sunni & Shia Muslims both follow Islam but do some things in different ways. 
•Many Sunni Muslims express their beliefs by following the Five Pillars of Sunni Islam.
•These are obligations that impact daily life in different ways.

Key Vocabulary
• Allah: Arabic word for God
• declaration : a clear statement or 
announcement.

• diversity: having lots of differences

• Eid al -Fitr : Islamic festival marking the end of 
Ramadan

• fasting : to not eat (or drink)

• Hajj : pillar requiring pilgrimage to Makkah

• Kaaba: ‘God’s house’ holy building in Great 
Mosque in Makkah

• mosque: Islamic place of worship
• obligation: an act a person must do

• pilgrimage : a special journey to a place of 
religious or spiritual significance

• Ramadan: Islamic holy month of fasting and 
prayer

• ritual: a series of actions performed in a special 
order

• Salah : pillar requiring 5 daily prayers

• Sawm : pillar requiring fasting during Ramadan

• Shahadah : pillar requiring the declaration of 
faith

• tawhid : the Islamic belief in the oneness of Allah

• wudu: ritual washing before prayer

• Zakat: pillar requiring Muslims to contribute 2.5% 
of wealth to charity
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