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How do people think about poverty, 
justice and self - sacrifice?

Teachings of Christianity and Islam

•Self - sacrifice can be everyday things, like giving up small comforts or 
wants to help others.

•Self - sacrifice can be a big thing, like soldiers risking their lives to defend 
others.

•Some people feel it is unjust (not morally right and fair) that some people 
live in poverty and think they should make self -sacrifices to help them.

Key vocabulary

Philosopher Loren Eiseley wrote this story. It teaches 
that small actions can have impact on individuals 
even if the whole task seems too much.

• absolute poverty : not having enough of 
one or more of the things we need to live: 
food, water, clothing & shelter

• altruism: doing good things for others 
without expecting a reward, being self - less

• atheist: a person who does not believe God 
exists

• Hadith: written collection of sayings and 
actions of Prophet Muhammad

• humanism: a non-religious worldview 
suggesting there is one life, and the 
purpose of life is to be happy and make 
others happy

• justice: things are morally right and fair
• moral : an idea of right and wrong 

behaviour
• motivation: a reason for a person’s actions
• philosophy: study of knowledge and 

thought (love of wisdom)
• poverty: being extremely poor
• relative poverty: not having enough in 

comparison with the people around you 
(where and when you live).

• reward: something given for someone’s 
services, effort or achievement

• sacrifice : giving something up for the sake 
of someone else

Humanism

•Many Christians follow the teachings of Jesus in the Bible and help 
other people. They believe that doing this is right will please God.

•Many Muslims follow the teachings of the Qur’an and the example 
of Prophet Muhammad and show care for others. They believe 
doing this is right and will please Allah.

•Some religious people want to please God because they hope for a 
reward in the future, like going to heaven.

•Humanists rely on their own judgement about what is a right 
and just in society, and what will make people happy.
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