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Global, national and local data

Key Vocabulary

• agnostic: a person who is not sure if God exists
• analyse: break down an idea
• anonymous: to not identify a person by name
• atheist: a person who does not believe God exists

• census: official survey of a population
• community: a group of people having something in common 

or a feeling of fellowship with one another
• data: statistics collected for reference and analysis
• evidence: information available to show if something is true
• identity: who or what a person is
• reliable: something that can be trusted 
• religion: a shared belief in God or Gods
• social sciences: scientific study of human society and 

relationships between people

• statistics : collecting and analysing numerical information
• theist : a person who believes God(s) exists

Social scientists consider what method of data collection 
is best and what questions to ask to find out what they 
want to know about the choices people make in their lives.

Interview Written 
questionnaire

Observe 
people

Multiple 
choice

How has religion and belief 
shaped our local area?

Global religion data can be used to understand the 
representation of religion across the world.

Religion 2021
(number)

2021 
(percent)

Christian 27 522 672 46.2

No religion 22 162 062 37.2

Muslim 3 868 133 6.5

Not answered 3 595 589 6.0

Hindu 1 032 775 1.7

Sikh 524 140 0.9

Other religion 348 334 0.6

Buddhist 272 508 0.5

Jewish 271 327 0.5

•Local data can tell us about who 
lives in our local community.

•We can look for evidence of lived 
religion in our area, e.g. buildings, 
schools, shops, celebrations and 
charity.

The National Census 
takes place every 10 
years in England and 
Wales. Households are 
required to answer 
questions about things 
like religious identity.
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