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Head of School Message
Dear Parents and Carers,
What a fabulous start to the Spring Term! We began 
the Spring Term with a Personal Development day - an 
opportunity to reinforce the power of ‘belonging’ within 
our school community and to celebrate our school 
values. We also focus on wellbeing through PSHE 
lessons, anti bullying messages and online safety - 
there was a lovely atmosphere around school and 
many children were excited to share their Christmas 
news. 
All of our pupils have come back to school ready to 
learn. We welcomed visitors from another local school 
this week who commented on fantastic attitudes to 
learning. It’s the highlight of my day to walk around 
classrooms and to see amazing learning everywhere I 
go. 
In other good news, we had the final report from the 
English Hub who have been supporting the 
implementation of our phonics programme over the 
past 2 years. They described the Oldway phonics 
journey as ‘remarkable’ and we agree! Our children 
have made amazing progress due to their hard work, 
the dedication of our staff and the support of parents. 
We couldn’t ask for more!
Emma Bamber 
(Head of School) 

Weekly Attendance
Whole School 94.29%

Top Class Attendance
1st  - Elberry Cove - 99.07%
2nd - Oddicombe - 99.04%
3rd  - Berry Head - 97.92%

Shells - 92.67%
Broadsands - 95.94%
Goodrington - 97.78%

Preston Sands - 96.44%
Livermead Sands - 90.08%

Torre Abbey - 86.21%
Fairy Cove - 97.33%

Oyster Cove - 97.22%
Saltern Cove - 91.27%

Babbacombe Beach - 95.79%
Maidencombe Beach - 88.15%

Meadfoot Beach - 96.74%
Anstey’s Cove - 94.06%
Beacon Cove - 97.42%
Hope Cove - 87.65%

Breakwater Beach - 83.33%
Churston Cove - 94.06%

Fishcombe Cove - 91.91%
St Mary’s Bay - 95.93%

Attendance at school is vital 
for learning. If your child’s 
attendance is less than 95%, 
their learning will be affected 
by their absence. 

School Opening Times
The school gates are open at the following times:
Morning opening times: 8:30 - 8:45am
Morning registration: 8:45am
Afternoon opening times: 3:10 - 3:30pm
Please be aware that the staff car park is closed to 
anyone apart from disabled badge holders from 
8:00am - 3:30pm

http://www.oldwayschool.co.uk
mailto:oldwayoffice@rivieraet.co.uk


Spring 1: Aspiration Spring 2: Responsibility

January 

5th First day of Spring Term 
5th Personal Development Day 
7th Sound Communities Club starts for Year 6
9th Steve Darling MP to visit Oldway
12th Year 5/6 football league fixtures (Boys) 
15th Census Day
19th Year 5/6 football league fixtures (Girls) 
22nd Year 5/6 handball/tchoukball festival at 
          Paignton Academy Sports Hub for St 
          Marys Bay
26th Year 3/4 mixed team football fixtures
27th Netball friendly matches at Oldway 
27th Young Voices performance in Birmingham 
         for Oldway choir
29th Year 4 handball/tchoukball festival at 
         Paignton Academy Sports Hub for Anstey’s 
         Cove 
29th Heatree residential information meeting 
         for Year 5 parents 
30th Year 4 trip to Bournemouth Symphony 
         Orchestra, Great Hall, Exeter 

February 

2nd ‘Mummy & Me’ visit to Oldway swimming 
        pool
5th Year 1 handball/tchoukball festival at 
       Paignton Academy Sports Hub for 
       Liveremead Sands 
6th NSPCC Number Day 
6th Doel Cup Year 5/6 boys football 
9th/10th ‘Glow in the dark’ Dodgeball for 
                 Year 1 - 6
9th  Presentation from the Dental Team - Year 2 

  10th Stay and Play for parents and pre school
           children 
  10th Safer Internet Day 
  11th Wonderstruck Festival Y5 Brixham College
  11th TBGS Able and Talented workshop
  12th ‘Dream Big’ careers day (TBC) 
  13th Last day of half term and non-uniform
           Fundraiser

Half Term: 16th - 20th February

February   

Year 2 Paignton Zoo trip - dates TBC 
  Year 6 SATs/teacher assessment Q and A for 
              parents at 3:30 pm - date TBC

Year 1 Phonics Screening Info meeting for parents
23rd Staff and children return to school 
23rd Personal Development Day 
25th 3:30 - 6:30pm Parents / carers consultations

  March   

2nd 3:30 - 6:30pm Parents / carers consultations 
2nd Secondary school allocation day 
2nd Launch of ‘Eat Them to Defeat Them’ healthy         
        eating project
5th World Book Day 
6th Doel Cup Year 5/6 girls football 
9th Science Week
12th Year 5/6 Outdoor Education Sports at Paignton 
         Academy Sports Hub for Berry Head
16th/17th Class Photos with Fraser Portraits
19th Year 3 Outdoor Education Sports at Paignton 
         Academy Sports Hub for Oddicombe Beach
20th Comic Relief
24th Year 1 Paignton Library trip
25th Community Open Day - History of Oldway
25th Year 2 visit to Christ Church
26th Year 2 Outdoor Education Sports at Paignton 
         Academy Sports Hub for Fairy Cove
31st OSF Easter disco
31st Year 5 RAMM trip for Churston, Elberry and 
         Berry Head

  April   

1st Year 5 RAMM trip for Churston, Elberry and Berry 
      Head
2nd Last day of term and non-uniform fundraiser

Oldway Diary Dates Spring 2026

Easter Holidays
Staff and pupils return for the summer 
term on Monday 20th April 2026



Oldway Shells Nursery
Shells have been enjoying exploring all things wintery since 
coming back after the Christmas holidays.



Parent and Carer Survey
During the year, we collect pupil, parent and staff voice through surveys. We 

are grateful for the responses to the ‘Oldway Parents and Carer Survey’.

And we love to hear such positive feedback!

Communication has improved recently. 

My child is thriving, very excited to go to school and is always continuing learning at 

home. 

It’s super friendly! My son’s teacher is approachable, understanding and kind and I 

couldn’t wish for more. 

Honestly, my daughter has never been more settled. I can’t thank you enough. 

Our response to your comments about  roads, parking and traffic …
You said you would like us to challenge parents who park on zig zags. 
We regularly remind parents about courteous and safe parking. We appeal to our 
school community to take this seriously. 
You said you would like us to contact the council and police 
Both the police and council have been contacted regarding parking. There has 
been an increase in presence in recent weeks. 
You said you would like everyone to take our neighbours into consideration 
We regularly remind parents to park courteously  and email parents when an 
issues is raised. 
We appreciate that parking is tricky, that the weather has been poor, that parents 
need to get to work and that 600 pupils need to enter the site at the same time. 

Don’t forget that breakfast club opens at 7:45 until the start of the school day at a 
cost o £4.40. 



Classroom Excellence

Choral response is a highly effective technique 
within the broader framework of oracy 
development, primarily used to build confidence, 
embed key knowledge, and ensure full-class 
participation in speaking activities. 
It is particularly useful for modeling and 
rehearsing new or complex vocabulary, technical 
terms, phrases, or definitions. Saying words 
aloud repeatedly helps embed them in students' 
long-term memory, increasing the likelihood they 
will use them in their own verbal and written 
work.

Good News! 
Teachers from another local primary school 
visited Oldway this week and were very 
impressed with the pace of lessons, the level 
of engagement from pupils, the amount of 
talk within learning and the calm, purposeful 
atmosphere in all classrooms. 

Turn and talk is an effective, low-stakes 
pedagogical strategy used to develop students' 
oracy skills by providing a structured opportunity 
to verbally process and articulate their ideas with 
a partner before sharing with the wider class

At Oldway, our vision is that every child has the best experience possible. We work hard 

to improve every element of school life. 

In September, we launched an initiative called ‘Classroom Excellence’ based on the 

principles of Doug Lemov’s ‘Teach like a Champion’. The aim is to use evidence informed 

research to make teaching and learning as effective as possible. Our teachers meet each 

week to explore the research and think about how this can be adapted into teaching and 

learning at Oldway for our children. Recently, we have been developing out approach to 

Oracy, and focusing on increasing the opportunities for talk in class.  



Steve Darling MP
Steve Darling (MP for Torbay), his Deputy Leader, Cordelia Law, 
his assistant Cameron Hanson, and Steve’s ever faithful dog, 
Jennie, enjoyed a school tour followed by a very special School 
Council meeting. The children had pre-prepared questions to ask 
Steve, about his role as an MP, the Houses of Parliament and his 
thoughts on some local and national issues. Mr Hallett and Mrs 
Bamber were very impressed by the confidence shown by the 
pupils when asking their questions and how beautifully they all 
listened.
The pupils and staff at Oldway 
would like to thank Steve, 
Codelia and of course Jennie, 
for taking the time to come and 
visit us and share what it is like 
to be a councillor and member 
of Parliament.



Hot Chocolate with the Head
Well done to these pupils who are the first of 2026 to be selected 
by their teachers to attend Hot Chocolate with the Head. As you 
can see, some of them were lucky enough to enjoy an extra special 
hot chocolate with Steve Darling, Codelia Law, Cameron Hanson 
and Steve’s dog, Jennie.

OWL Bird Feeders
The Reception children enjoyed their first OWL session of 2026. 
They made bird feeders and carefully hung them on the trees to help 
keep our feathered friends full through the winter.



Football News
Paignton Academy was once again a hive of footballing action, with 
schools from across Paignton competing in the second round of league 
fixtures.

It was a brilliant evening on a fantastic playing surface and Team Oldway 
showed that they are more than up for the challenge ahead! The quality of 
football that was on show, against some really good teams, was of a high 
standard and we are proud of every single player.

Oldway Team 1
Oldway (1) 2-0 Oldway (2) (Harry, Nathan)
Oldway 1-0 Curledge St (Eddie)

Oldway Team 2
Oldway (2) 0-2 Oldway (1)
Oldway 0-0 Kings Ash
Oldway 1-0 Preston (Junior)

Players of the match: Kooper and Tyrion



Sunshine Club
Despite some very cold and rainy weather, Sunshine Club 
have still shone this term. They had a great time during their 
first session playing parachute games and which helped keep 
them warm and cosy. The wet weather on their second session 
created an opportunity to have a Lego party. Their wonderful 
and creative structures included a play park, houses, 
aeroplanes, boats, a beautiful garden and even a town.



‘Papa Penguin’
This term, Reception are really enjoying the story ‘Papa 
Penguin’, a heartwarming story about a superhero dad who 
protects his egg in the harsh Antarctic. 
Take a look at some of their amazing observational paintings 
of penguins, which have been inspired by this tale.

Rotary Shoebox Appeal
This year Oldway Primary School will be again supporting the Rotary Club to 
give aid to disadvantaged children in Eastern Europe by participating in the 
Rotary Shoebox Scheme.There are 3 types of content you can choose to fill 
boxes; Child, Teenage or Household.
If you would like to fill a box for a child, please complete the Google form below 
by Friday 23rd January. We can then order the boxes, which will be delivered 
to school for collection.
Rotary Shoebox Google Form
The deadline for boxes to be filled and returned to school will be Friday 9th 
March. We will be in touch as soon as we have the shoeboxes for you to fill. 
Please see attached guidance for advice on filling the shoeboxes.

https://forms.gle/XQeUQyNxcfpgTrVB6




















Autumn Term 2025

Non-Pupil Day Tuesday 2nd September 2025

Non-Pupil Day Wednesday 3rd September 2025

First day Thursday 4th September 2025

Half Term Monday 27th October - Monday 3rd 

November 2025 inclusive

Non-Pupil Day Monday 3rd November 2025

Last day Friday 19th December 2025

Christmas holidays Monday 22nd December 2025 – Friday 2nd 

January 2026 inclusive

Spring Term 2026

First Day Monday 5th January 2026

Half Term Monday 16th - Friday 20th February 2026

Last day Thursday 2nd April 2026

Easter holidays Friday 3rd – Friday 17th April 2026

Summer Term 2026

First day Monday 20th April 2026

Bank Holiday Monday 4th May 2026

Half term Monday 25th May - Monday 1st June 2026 

inclusive

Non-Pupil Day Monday 1st June 2026

Non-Pupil Day Tuesday 2nd June 2026

Last day Tuesday 21st July 2026

Non-Pupil Day Wednesday 22nd July 2026

Summer holidays Thursday 23rd July - Friday 4th September 

2026 inclusive



Oldway School Uniform
Please see our school uniform detailed below. You can purchase items school 
uniform with the school logo from Riviera School Days and we also promote 
unbranded school items from local supermarkets.

https://rivieraschooldays.co.uk/product-category/schools/schools-oldway-primary-school/

