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Head of School Message
Dear Parents and Carers,
We had the privilege this week of hosting a book 
launch for Paignton Heritage Society. The Heritage 
Society has worked incredibly hard with a range of 
partners to produce a local child-friendly history book. 
Our Y6 pupils played the role of advisors to make the 
book as appealing as possible to children. We 
welcomed local dignitaries, members of our school 
community and the BBC Spotlight team. What a 
fantastic event that will live long in our memory! 
On a different note, our ‘Positive Playtimes’ have been 
a roaring success. The children’s feedback has been 
resoundingly positive - their smiles say it all! 
We are passionate about our school value of 
‘Kindness’ and work very hard to listen to our pupils 
and families. We can always be  found at the school 
gates, teachers can be contacted by Seesaw and our 
office staff are the the friendliest team. 
Please see our ‘Communication Channels’ 
poster for details. We look forward to 
hearing from you should you have any 
concerns; good news is also
welcome too and is always shared with 
our staff team. 
Emma Bamber 
(Head of School)

Weekly Attendance
Whole School 94.79%

Top Class Attendance
1st  - Berry Head - 98.48%
2nd - Oddicombe - 98.39%
3rd  - Hope Cove - 97.42%

Shells - 91.33%
Goodrington Sands - 93.97%

Broadsands - 93.56%
Hollicombe Beach - 95.40%
Livermead Sands - 97.35%

Torre Abbey Sands - 97.38%
Fairy Cove - 96.89%

Oyster Cove - 96.65%
Saltern Cove - 97.14%

Meadfoot Beach - 93.78%
Babbacombe Beach - 95.21%

Beacon Cove - 95.70%
Ansteys Cove - 95.31%
Elberry Cove - 97.42%

Fishcombe Cove - 92.06%
Churston Cove - 95.56%

Shoalstone Beach - 97.10%
Breakwater Beach - 91.99%

St Mary’s Bay - 89.17%

Attendance at school is vital 
for learning. If your child’s 
attendance is less than 95%, 
their learning will be affected 
by their absence. 

School Opening Times
The school gates are now open at the following times:
Morning opening times: 8:30 - 8:45
Morning registration: 8:45
Afternoon opening times: 3:10 - 3:30
Please be aware that the staff car park is closed to 
anyone apart from disabled badge holders from 
8:00 - 3:30.

http://www.oldwayschool.co.uk
mailto:oldwayoffice@rivieraet.co.uk


Paignton Heritage Society
This week, we welcomed the Spotlight TV cameras into 
school! Paignton Heritage Society was launching a new 
child-friendly history book about Paignton for which some of 
our Y6 children acted as advisors. We welcomed Paignton 
Heritage Society members, the Deputy Mayor, local 
councillors, local media and film makers as well as pupils, 
parents and school staff. It was wonderful occasion which 
was enjoyed by all. Many thanks to Paignton Heritage 
Society for all of their hard work. 



Positive Playtimes 
Mr Hallett has been working very hard with our school council 
to develop ‘Positive Playtimes’.  OSF have generously donated 
funds, local businesses have donated tyres and parents have 
donated colouring books and toys. The following changes 
have been put in place…
3 x outdoor speakers for music and dancing. 
Basketball hoops (and balls!) at the side of Gibson Hall. 
Barriers to create a football zone in the main playground. 
Zoned areas: Calm zone, cone zone, creative zone and dance 
zone in KS2.
Children (and staff!) are loving the new playtimes and we will 
continue to develop KS1 playtimes over the next few weeks. 



Positive Playtimes 





Personal Development Day
On our Personal Development Day at the start of the half term, we 
introduced 'Oldway Presents', our new handwriting competition for all 
pupils. Pupils in each year group presented a poem on the theme of 
aspiration, using their best handwriting. The entries were judged and 
prizes were awarded to the winners during Praise Assembly. There were 
certificates and golden pencils for 'best in class' and additional certificates 
for the entries judged to be the best in their whole year group. The 
standard of entries was very high and we look forward to awarding 'most 
improved' certificates for progress next time.





Poppy Appeal
Thank you to everyone who bought a 
poppy from our lovely Year 6 pupils, 
we raised £176.45 for the Royal British Legion.

NHS Pharmacy First 
Did you know that the NHS Pharmacy First Service enables children and adults to get 
convenient access to healthcare advice and treatment where appropriate, for seven 
common conditions without the potential delay of having to wait for a GP appointment? 
Accessing the service may mean that can help children feel better and back to school 
as quickly as possible, as well as supporting parents/carers to also get better if they 
are unwell with one of the conditions covered under the service.
There is no need to make an appointment; parents or carers can pop into their local 
Boots pharmacy with their child and ask for help under the service.
Support for the following conditions can be accessed under the service, free of charge 
(unless NHS prescription charges apply):

Common condition Patient eligibility

Earache 1 to 17 years

Impetigo 1 year and over

Infected insect bites and stings 1 year and over 

Sore throats 5 years and over 

Sinusitis 12 years and over 

Uncomplicated urinary tract Women 16 to 64 years 

Shingles 18 years and over



SEND Coffee Morning 
Lynn and Laura would like to invite you to a coffee morning on Monday 
3rd March 9am - 10am, with a focus on Torbay Graduated Response. 
You will also have time to complete a parental questionnaire and give 
any suggestions for future coffee mornings.

Please ensure you complete the form 
below so that we can ensure we cater 
for everyone. If numbers are too high, 
we will add another date.

Coffee Morning Google Form

Many thanks, Oldway SENDCos

Year 2 Little Red Riding Hood 
Year 2 took their invisible baskets and little red hoods through the forest 
today to look for some things to beat the Big Bad Wolf! They were 
inspired by their Nosy Crow's Little Red Riding Hood story, where Little 
Red doesn't need a woodcutter to save her but is clever and quick 
enough to save herself!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScH1ESX0cSNYOHdjL6z0zQ7jHfxt99kxkWMcyV-2RK1xh168g/viewform


Hot Chocolate with the Head
Congratulations to these children who enjoyed 'Hot Chocolate 
with the Head'. What a lovely way to finish our weeks..

Cricket News
Congratulations to ex-Oldway 
pupil, and Hampshire cricketer, 
Sonny Baker, who has been 
selected to represent England 
on the upcoming Lions tour of 
Australia. Sonny captained our 
school side in 2014, and has 
returned to see us a number of 
times - most recently in 2022 
when he came to lead an 
assembly and a training 
session for our pupils. Good 
luck, Sonny! 



Bedz4Kidz
We are proud to share that our school is a partner with Bedz4Kidz, a 
wonderful charity dedicated to ensuring every child has a comfortable 
place to sleep. Have you ever paused to think about where or how your 
child sleeps each night? If you feel your family could benefit from support 
with bed frames, mattresses, or bedding items, please don’t hesitate to 
contact Eva Rowe in confidence.

What does your sleep 
environment look like? 

Who is there?
How does it feel?

What do you love?
What would you 

change?
How do you feel in the 

morning?



Woodwork Club
We have started a woodwork club for Reception and year 1. We began 
the session talking about safety goggles and why it’s important to wear 
them. We decided to create our own using tubes, sequins and tissue 
paper. We then went onto learning how to use and be safe with a saw. 
The children are excited to start using hammer and nails next week!

Solar Systems
In Reception, we are learning about the solar system. We used vinegar and 
bicarbonate of soda to create bubble planets. We used pipettes to transfer 
the liquid. The children were fascinated by the chemical reaction and loved 
talking about what they could see.









Oldway School Uniform
Please see our school uniform detailed below. You can purchase items school 
uniform with the school logo from Riviera School Days and we also promote 
unbranded school items from local supermarkets.

https://rivieraschooldays.co.uk/product-category/schools/schools-oldway-primary-school/


 

Autumn Term 2024

Non-Pupil Day Thursday 5th September 2024

Non-Pupil Day Friday 6th September 2024

First day Monday 9th September 2024

Half Term Monday 28th October - Friday 1st November 

2024

Last day Friday 20th December 2024

Christmas holidays Monday 23rd December 2024 - Tuesday 7th 

January 2025 inclusive

Spring Term 2025

Non-Pupil Day Monday 6th January 2025

First Day Tuesday 7th January 2025

Half Term Monday 17th - Friday 21st February 2025

Last day Friday 4th April 2025

Easter holidays Monday 7th April - Monday 21st April 2025

Summer Term 2025

First day Tuesday 22nd April 2025

Bank Holiday Monday 5th May 2025

Half term Monday 26th May - Monday 2nd June 2025 

inclusive

Non-Pupil Day Monday 2nd June 2025

Last day Thursday 24th July 2025

Non-Pupil Day Friday 25th July 2025

Summer holidays Friday 25th July 2025 - Wednesday 3rd 

September 2025 inclusive


