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Head of School Message

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to a new school year! We’ve been busy 
getting school ready and look forward to welcoming you all 
back to school on Thursday. Our staff will be ready to greet 
you at the gates at 8:30am and the classroom doors will 
also open slightly earlier, at 8:30am, in a bid to improve the 
flow of people around the school site in the mornings. 

We are excited to begin this new school year with a 
few changes.  A new project ‘Classroom Excellence’ to 
further improve every child’s daily classroom experience; 
an improved swimming offer which will include all pupils 
from Nursery to Y6 and will make the best use of our 
outstanding swimming facilities; an improved performing 
arts offer;  an improved SEND offer with more specialist 
provision and a wider team; a sports offer that brings us 
considerable success in competitions throughout the bay 
and a ‘Personal Development’ offer that grows every month 
as we make greater connections with our community. 
We’re very excited for this year at Oldway!

We extend a special welcome to all children who will 
be starting their Oldway journey for the first time this week. 
We are looking forward to getting to know 
you! We look forward to welcoming 
everyone to school on Thursday 4th 
September. 

Emma Bamber (Head of School)

Attendance
Every minute counts! Coming to 
school helps your child learn, 

grow, and make lasting 
friendships. Let’s make every 

day a great day together!
School Opening Times

The school gates open at the following times:
Morning opening times: 8:30 - 8:45
Morning registration: 8:45
Afternoon opening times: 3:10 - 3:30
Please be aware that the staff car park is closed to 
anyone apart from disabled badge holders from 
8:00 - 3:30.

Walking Home Alone
For the safety of all our 
children, we ask that all 
pupils up to and including 
Year 4 are collected directly 
from their teacher at the end 
of the day. If you wish your 
year 5 or 6 child to walk 
home independently, please 
complete this form: Y5/6 
walking home. 
Children will only be allowed 
to be released by their 
teacher with your direct 
permission. Thank you for 
helping us to keep your 
children safe!

http://www.oldwayschool.co.uk
mailto:oldwayoffice@rivieraet.co.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfTHki4jh7T5wsXKFjnqUrW15gG0aUP48UzTL71v-wmYrErQA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=106818318485655506037
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfTHki4jh7T5wsXKFjnqUrW15gG0aUP48UzTL71v-wmYrErQA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=106818318485655506037


Mornings
School Gates open at 8:30am
External Doors open at 8:30am
School starts and registers close at 8:45am

   Afternoons
School Gates open by 3:10pm
School finishes and external doors are opened at 
3:15pm
School Gates are locked at 3:30pm

September 2025: School Times 

 You said…
The playground was very crowded in the 
mornings whilst families were waiting for the 
doors to open and that some 
unaccompanied children could be unsafe. 

We did… 
We have altered the timings for doors 
opening to allow children to come straight 
into the building at 8:30am. 



September 2025

EYFS Drop Off and Pick Up in the EYFS 
playground. 

Year 1 Drop Off and Pick Up in the Year 1 
playground. 



September 2025
Year Group Drop Off Pick Up 

Year 2:
Fairy Cove

Year 2:
Oyster Cove 

Year 2: 
Saltern Cove 

Year 3:
Drop off in the 
playground by 
the music hut. 

Year 4:
Drop off by the 
year 4 stairs.



September 2025
Year 5/6  Drop Off and Pick Up for 
Churston Cove and Elberry Cove

Year 5/6 Drop Off and Pick Up for St 
Mary’s Bay, Berry Head and Fishcombe



September 2025
Maidencombe and Breakwater Beach will 
be dropped off and picked up from the 
entrance under the canopy next to the 
middle playground. 



Personal Development
We are very proud of our ‘Personal Development’ offer at Oldway. We begin 

every half term with a PD day and this is even more important at the beginning 
of the year when we prioritise building relationships and getting to know the 

rules and routines for the year ahead. 



Safety Information

Fire and Lockdown Drills 

As part of our ongoing commitment to ensuring the safety and security of all students and staff, we 
always conduct fire drills at least once a term.  This half term we will also be conducting a lockdown 
drill. This is to ensure that staff and children are aware of what to do in the event our school needs to 
be placed in a lockdown situation.  Our first thought is often “intruders” when we talk about a 
lockdown.  However, this could be for a variety of other reasons such as poor weather, an issue at 
the hospital or a fire/contamination issue in the locality. 

We understand that such drills can sometimes cause concern.  This is the first time we will be 
conducting a lockdown drill, which is an expectation put in place for safeguarding children.  The 
Department for Education guidance recommends that schools carry out a lockdown practice 
annually.  The primary purpose of a lockdown drill is to prepare our school community for the unlikely 
event of an emergency situation that requires us to secure the building and keep everyone safe 
inside. These drills are a standard practice in schools nationwide and are conducted in a calm, 
structured manner to minimise any anxiety or fear.

During the drill, students will be guided by their teachers through the necessary steps to stay safe, 
including moving to designated safe areas, securing doors, and maintaining silence. The drill is 
designed to ensure that everyone knows what to do in case of an actual emergency. The entire 
process is expected to last no more than 5-10 minutes.

We want to assure you that the safety and well-being of your children are our top priorities. Our staff 
have been thoroughly trained to handle these situations, and we conduct these drills to ensure that 
everyone knows their role and can act quickly and effectively if needed. 

To help your child feel more comfortable with the drill, you may want to discuss it with them at home. 
Emphasise that, just like fire drills, lockdown drills are a way to keep everyone safe. Reassure them 
that it is just practice and that there is no immediate danger.

During this half term, we will be explaining fire and lockdown procedures to the children.  They will 
then practise these in class with their teachers so they are well prepared.  

During the week of 15th September, whole school fire and lockdown drills will take place.



Important Information - Communication
We are all working together to achieve the best for the children, families and community members 
who make up the Oldway family.  Communication is an important part of this.  Please see the 
information below: 
Communication - in person
Staff are always happy to meet with you in person.  

● At the beginning of each day, class teachers and many of our TAs are in the classrooms ready 
to greet the children so it is not always possible for a teacher to come and speak to you.  
However, other members of staff are on duty at the school gate and can pass on a message 
for you.   Alternatively, you can visit the school office and ask the Admin Team to pass on a 
message on your behalf. 

● At the end of the day, class teachers may be able to stop and speak to you once they have 
dismissed all the children.  If they can’t speak to you there and then, they can offer you an 
alternative.

● If you’d like to make an appointment to speak to a member of staff and haven’t been able to 
speak to them, please contact the office. 

Communication - Seesaw 
Seesaw is a quick and easy way for school and families to communicate with each other. Please sign 
up to Seesaw if you haven’t already done so. 

We will use Seesaw to:
● send quick class/year group specific messages so you may miss out on information if you are 

not signed up
● post photographs of learning so you can have a window into their daily life in class.

If you do not have access to Seesaw, you may miss out on important information. 
Parents can also send messages directly to the class teacher using Seesaw.  This is the best way to 
share those quick messages that it is not always possible to share at drop off or pick up. You can 
also send photos of learning at home, which we would love to see. 

Teachers are not expected to, nor are they always able to,  reply straight away to any messages.  
They will also not be expected to reply outside their working hours e.g. evenings or weekends.  
During the school day, teachers are not able to monitor messages on Seesaw as they are busy 
teaching the children.  Therefore, if you need to get urgent information to the teacher during the 
school day, please contact The Office
Please do not use Seesaw for:
Absence Information. If your child is going to be absent from school, this information should still be 
communicated via the absence line on each day of their absence (01803 557190)
Raising concerns or making us aware of issues. If you have concerns that you want to discuss 
with the senior leadership team, please contact The School Office using oldwayoffice@rivieraet.co.uk 
Communication - Email
Messages that are sent out from The School Office are sent are sent via email.  If you are not 
receiving messages from school, please let us know.  It is also important to let us know if you have 
changed your email address or any other contact information.

mailto:oldwayoffice@rivieraet.co.uk


Exceptional Data: Summer 2025
At Oldway, we are passionate about standards. We are  delighted with our 
GLD, Phonics and KS2 data. In 2025/26, the government has a focus on a 
‘high quality Reception year’ we can definitely say that Oldway children are 
already rece

We are unbelievably proud that every single year 1 child passed the phonics 
screening check. Our children, staff and parents worked incredibly hard with 
RWI to achieve this result. The year 1 children and staff were all treated to a 
celebratory ice lolly in the sun as a well deserved reward for all their hard 
work.





Swimming Offer at Oldway starting this term!
We are so proud of our swimming offer at Oldway. Our 

children are very lucky to have this amazing facility and we 
are now able to offer swimming to all of our children from 

Nursery to Y6. Tell your friends - they might want their 
children to come and join us!



Oldway Staffing News 

We welcome Jed Turner to our staff. 
Hello! My name is Mr Turner and I’m really excited to be 
joining the hardworking team at Oldway Primary School this 
September. I’ve been teaching for four years and, having lived 
in Torbay all my life, I know just how much fantastic work 
Oldway does for its children. I’m thrilled to now be a part of 
that. I have a real passion for teaching and love building 
strong relationships with the children I work with. I’m a big 
sports fan, who loves football and golf (Chelsea!). I have a 
passion for movies and books, so I’m always ready for 
whatever conversations the children throw at me! I can’t wait 
to get started and look forward to becoming a part of the Oldway community.

                               We also welcome back several familiar faces. Alex 
                               Fortune is a familiar face at Oldway. Alex has been
                               working at Roseland, another of our trust schools, but
                               returns to Oldway in September as part of our Y6 team.                       
                               Welcome back, Alex. 
                                   

We also have two staff - Sally Harman 
and Sasha Powell - returning from 
maternity leave. Welcome back to the 
Oldway Team!



Allergies & Healthy Eating

We would like to remind all families that 
our school is a nut aware environment.

Due to the presence of students with 
severe nut allergies, we kindly ask that 
you do not send any nuts or nut-based 
products (including peanut butter, 
Nutella, muesli bars containing nuts, etc.) 
in your child’s lunchbox or snacks.

Even small traces of nuts can trigger 
life-threatening allergic reactions. By 
working together, we can help ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of all students.

Healthy Breaktime Snacks

We kindly remind you to provide your child 
with a healthy snack for break time each 
day. We encourage snacks such as fresh 
fruit, vegetables, rice cakes, or plain 
crackers.

Please do not send any snacks 
containing nuts, as we have children in 
school with severe nut allergies. 

Thank you for your support in promoting a 
healthy eating habits for our pupils, 
Research  consistently shows that 
providing nutritious snacks positively 
influences students' academic 
performance, behavior, and overall 
well-being.



SEND 
The provision for our SEND pupils is a top priority at Oldway. We work closely with 
outside agencies, with our Educational Psychologist and will local providers of 
specialist provision, such as Mayfield and Chestnut.

In September, we will be opening two SEND hubs to meet the needs of our pupils 
and are very much looking forward to this additional provision. 

Next year we are involved with two local projects - PINS & SLCN Locality model. 
This will provide further professional development for all staff in school as well as 
support for parents - look out for the coffee and biscuits events. 

We are also partnering with Brunel academy who have expertise in SEMH (Social, 
Emotional and Mental Health needs). Brunel will provide professional support to our 
SEND team to enable us to better meet the needs of our pupils. 

MHST/ INCLUSION TEAM 
All of the adults in school and have had Trauma Informed Schools UK training, We 
have four ELSA trained adults in school, a trauma informed practitioner and will 
provide attachment lead training this academic year to further develop our inclusion 
offer. 





Oldway School Uniform
Please see our school uniform detailed below. You can purchase items school 
uniform with the school logo from Riviera School Days and we also promote 
unbranded school items from local supermarkets.

https://rivieraschooldays.co.uk/product-category/schools/schools-oldway-primary-school/


Classroom Excellence
School improvement is at the heart of all we do. 
Our Senior Leadership Team, alongside the 
leaders of Riviera Education Trust and the other 
trust schools, are constantly seeking to improve 
the offer for Riviera pupils.
In September, we will launch our ‘Classroom 
Excellence’ programme to further develop our 
offer in the classroom and to ensure that we have 
greater consistencies across the school. Many of 
the principles for ‘Classroom Excellence’ will be 
based on Doug Lemov’s ‘Teach like a champion’ 
approach. We are looking forward to developing 
this programme and implementing it in the 
classroom. 



Hot Chocolate with the Head
‘Hot Chocolate with the Head’ returns on Fridays this term. Mrs Bamber 
and Mr Hallett love celebrating with our pupils who uphold the school 
values. 

Golden Phone Calls
We’re very proud of all our children who receive golden phone calls. 
Every fortnight, teachers nominate a pupil and write a lovely message 
for Mrs Bamber to share with their family.
Golden phone calls celebrate children who                                                       
uphold the Oldway Values - aspiration,                                                                 
responsibility and kindness. 

Making the phone calls is the highlight of                                                             
Mrs Bamber’s week.

Celebrating our children
You said…
That our children who do the ‘right thing’ should 
be celebrated more. 
We did…
Last year, we introduced golden phonecalls 
and ‘Hot Chocolate with the head’ to celebrate
the amazing Oldway pupils  who uphold our school values. 





https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXfCikatEQtW2Gpesn5qjdlacx5-WUSxh0r9XrKNDB_j9QDA/viewform






Summer Term 2025

First day Tuesday 22nd April 2025

Bank Holiday Monday 5th May 2025

Half term Monday 26th May - Monday 2nd June 2025 

inclusive

Non-Pupil Day Monday 2nd June 2025

Last day Thursday 24th July 2025

Non-Pupil Day Friday 25th July 2025

Summer holidays Friday 25th July 2025 - Wednesday 3rd 

September 2025 inclusive

Autumn Term 2025

Non-Pupil Day Tuesday 2nd September 2025

Non-Pupil Day Wednesday 3rd September 2025

First day Thursday 4th September 2025

Half Term Monday 27th October - Monday 3rd 

November 2025 inclusive

Non-Pupil Day Monday 3rd November 2025

Last day Friday 19th December 2025

Christmas holidays Monday 22nd December 2025 – Friday 2nd 

January 2026 inclusive

Spring Term 2026

First Day Monday 5th January 2026

Half Term Monday 16th - Friday 20th February 2026

Last day Thursday 2nd April 2026

Easter holidays Friday 3rd – Friday 17th April 2026


