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Head of School Message

Dear Parents and Carers,

It was great to see so many families for Parents’ 
Evening last week. There were so many positive 
conversations  - it is always good to see the whole 
school community and to discuss your child’s 
well-being and progress. 

The newsletter is packed with messages and 
information:  messages about keeping our children 
safe - car parking, our crossing patrol vacancy and nut 
awareness;  information about student leadership - 
mental health ambassadors and digital leadership; 
information about our Nursery offer as we’ll be opening 
our 2 year old Nursery in September; opportunities to 
seek support through our coffee mornings and our 
continued campaign from our eco council for a brighter 
future - The Big Plastic Count is happening right now!
We also have the results from our latest Parent Survey 
and have included our response. 

Emma Bamber 
(Head of School) 

Weekly Attendance
Whole School 96.29%

Top Class Attendance
1st - Elberry - 99.68%

2nd - Fairy Cove - 99.24%
3rd - Beacon - 99.15%

Shells - 94.06%
Broadsands - 98.72%
Goodrington - 95.43%

Preston Sands - 93.80%
Livermead Sands - 95.92%

Torre Abbey - 94.89%
Oyster Cove - 98.30%
Saltern Cove - 95.77%

Babbacombe Beach - 96.72%
Maidencombe Beach - 86.31%

Meadfoot Beach - 98.03%
Oddicombe Beach - 98.54%

Anstey’s Cove - 96.22%
Hope Cove - 94.49%
Berry Head - 97.47%

Breakwater Beach - 86.61%
Churston Cove - 95.73%

Fishcombe Cove - 97.85%
St Mary’s Bay - 95.87%

Attendance at school is vital 
for learning. If your child’s 
attendance is less than 95%, 
their learning will be affected 
by their absence. 

School Opening Times
The school gates are open at the following times:
Morning opening times: 8:30 - 8:45am
Morning registration: 8:45am
Afternoon opening times: 3:10 - 3:30pm
Please be aware that the staff car park is closed to 
anyone apart from disabled badge holders from 
8:00am - 3:30pm

http://www.oldwayschool.co.uk
mailto:oldwayoffice@rivieraet.co.uk


Surveys

The survey platform provides an overview of parents feedback 

to ‘One thing the school does really well is…’
N: Parents appreciate how the nursery prepares children for a successful start in reception.

R: Key strengths mentioned include effective communication with parents, successful phonics provision, and 

the school's supportive environment tailored to individual children, particularly those facing difficulties. 

Parents also commend the dedication of teachers and the high expectations set for all children.

Y1:  Many parents appreciate the nurturing atmosphere, inclusive practices, and the strong sense of 

community within the school.

Y2: Responses centre around effective communication, support for children's individual needs, and the 

dedicated care from staff. Parents are pleased with the school's commitment to enabling student progress and 

offering enriching resources.

Y3: Parents express satisfaction with the school's commitment to pupil care, effective communication, quality 

teaching, and extracurricular opportunities. The sense of progress and support for their children is notably 

appreciated.

Y4: A strong partnership between the school and parents is a recurring theme, with communication and staff 

dedication highlighted as key attributes. Parents feel their children's needs are addressed well and that 

teachers go above and beyond.

Y5: Parents appreciate the school's nurturing environment, effective communication, and the dedication of the 

staff. The focus on kindness and fairness towards all students is particularly valued.

Y6: Parents acknowledge prompt responses to concerns, effective communication, and the overall supportive 

atmosphere. The school's attention to students' needs  is also recognised. 

Response to the survey   - communication

You said that communication could be improved. 

We have worked very hard to ensure communication is improved with ‘Next Week at Oldway’, a review of 

Seesaw, a team who do gate duty both morning and evening, an increase in coffee mornings to allow parents 

to meet, high profile social media posts and regular newsletter. Other ideas are always welcome. 

● My child is happy at school  - 93% 

● My child feels safe in school - 95% 

● When I have raised concerns with the school they have been dealt with properly - 92%

● The school gives my child the right support to enable them to learn well - 91%

All responses were above the benchmark for similar schools and all responses were more 

positive than previously. 

We are grateful for the responses to the ‘Oldway Parents and Carer Survey’ which closed on Friday. 





Nut-Aware Reminder
Our school is a nut-aware environment. We have several students with severe, 
life-threatening allergies to peanuts and tree nuts. Even tiny traces can cause a serious 
reaction.Please help us keep everyone safe by avoiding all peanut and tree nut products 
when packing lunches, snacks, or classroom treats.

Choose safe, nut-free options so everyone can learn, play, and thrive together. Thank you 
for your support.



Classroom Excellence

Choral response is a highly effective technique 
within the broader framework of oracy 
development, primarily used to build confidence, 
embed key knowledge, and ensure full-class 
participation in speaking activities. 
It is particularly useful for modeling and 
rehearsing new or complex vocabulary, technical 
terms, phrases, or definitions. Saying words 
aloud repeatedly helps embed them in students' 
long-term memory, increasing the likelihood they 
will use them in their own verbal and written 
work.

My Turn, Your Turn
‘My turn, your turn’ is a teaching strategy used in 
oracy to model and practice spoken language, 
especially for building full sentences and 
vocabulary. It involves a teacher or student 
saying a sentence ("my turn"), and then the class 
repeating it together ("your turn"). The strategy 
can be adapted to different learning stages, from 
choral repetition for exact phrases to more 
independent responses. This starts in our 
phonics programme (RWI) and continues 
through the school. 

Turn and talk is an effective, low-stakes 
pedagogical strategy used to develop students' 
oracy skills by providing a structured opportunity 
to verbally process and articulate their ideas with 
a partner before sharing with the wider class

At Oldway, our vision is that every child has the best experience possible. We work hard 

to improve every element of school life. 

In September, we launched an initiative called ‘Classroom Excellence’ based on the 

principles of Doug Lemov’s ‘Teach like a Champion’. The aim is to use evidence informed 

research to make teaching and learning as effective as possible. Our teachers meet each 

week to explore the research and think about how this can be adapted into teaching and 

learning at Oldway for our children. Recently, we have been developing out approach to 

Oracy, and focusing on increasing the opportunities for talk in class.  



Car Park Safety
As you are aware, our school car park is a very busy area. We are 
a large school with over 80 adults working on site, and the staff car 
park is primarily for their use.

We have allowed access to the car park for those displaying a 
disabled badge and have also permitted parents and carers to use 
the top car park for breakfast club drop-off.

However, in recent weeks at least four staff cars have been hit by 
vehicles using the car park. Unfortunately, several cars have been 
damaged and, in these cases, the driver responsible has not left 
their details or alerted the staff member involved.

While we understand that parking locally can be difficult, if these 
incidents continue we will have to review access to the car park.

The car park is small and anyone using it must take great care and 
be patient. It is also essential that anyone driving on site when 
children are arriving or leaving drives very slowly and with 
extreme caution. 

The safety of our children 
must always come first, and 
you may need to wait while 
manoeuvring your vehicle.
Thank you for your 
understanding and 
cooperation in helping us 
keep our school community 
safe.



Mental Health Ambassadors
Our Mental Health 
Ambassadors have been 
spreading kindness around 
the school.We are lucky to 
have such amazing mental 
health ambassadors at 
Oldway.

They have also decided to 
have a toy sale to help raise 
funds for pastoral resources.
If you are able to donate any 
unwanted toys in good condition, please bring them to the school office by 
Friday 20th March. 

Thank you for your support.

Digital Leaders 
The Y5 Digital Leaders built & coded working traffic lights last week with 
LEDs that switched on in the correct order. It was difficult to connect all of the 
wires and lights properly but they persevered and were successful.



World Book Day
What a fabulous celebration of reading for World Book Day! We read stories 
with our book buddies, had an amazing author visit from Clare Helen 
Welsh, our younger children took home free books, our older children 
watched a live WBD lesson (we were mentioned on the BBC website) and 
we had costumes and models as far as the eye could see. We even had a 
Gruffalo in the lunch hall! A really lovely day enjoyed by all.







Shells Reading Afternoon
Shells had a super first Reading Afternoon this week. They loved exploring 
all of the different books in the classroom and sharing stories together. It 
was wonderful to share our enthusiasm for reading..



Supertato
Our Reception children have been loving their new story 
‘Supertato’. They designed their own evil and superhero 
vegetables. Take a look at some of their amazing creations.

Hot Chocolate with the Head
Congratulations to these recipients of ‘Hot Chocolate with the 
Head’ These superstars always uphold the Oldway values.





The Big Plastic Count
Oldway primary School is taking part in The Big Plastic Count!

This March, thousands of people from across the country are joining 
the UK’s biggest people-powered investigation into household plastic 
waste – Oldway included! We’d love for your household to take part.

By counting every piece of plastic packaging you throw away in a 
week, you'll help pressure the government and companies to reduce 
plastic waste and create a better future for young people.

This event will run from 9th - 15th March. During this week, we will 
be recording the amount of plastic that we recycle in our homes and 
at school over 1 week using a class link. These will be shared via 
Seesaw closer to the time.

How exciting!





Football News
Oldway Year 5/6 Boys’ team headed to Paignton Academy for the third 
round of league fixtures.

Well done to all of the players that played and a special thank you to the 
family and friends who came to support us.

It was another action packed evening on Paignton Academy’s fantastic 
playing surface and Team Oldway showed the passion and desire to 
compete in every match. We are proud of every single player.

Oldway Team 1
Oldway 0-0 Sacred Heart
Oldway 1-0 Preston (Harry)
Oldway 2-1 Marldon (Louis, Harry)

Oldway Team 2
Oldway 3-0 Preston (Isaac, Junior, Nathan)
Oldway 0-1 Roselands

Players of the matches: Harry and Nathan



Netball News
Oldway Year 5/6 Netball team played a couple of friendly matches against 
Sherwell Valley.

Two of our teams played and both had a great time, showed fantastic 
sportsmanship and played high quality netball. A massive well done to the 
players and a huge thank you to the family and friends who came to 
support. Thanks as always, to our opposition players, teachers and 
supporters.

Oldway Team 1
Oldway 15-0 Sherwell Valley

Oldway Team 2
Oldway 8-1 Sherwell Valley



Fabulous Fundraising
Thank you to everyone who was able to give
a donation at the last non-uniform day. We 
raised a fantastic £310.75 for Young Lives vs
Cancer. 

   Ben, who was a student leader last year, and his family
   have seen first hand just how amazing this charity is.
   They are active fundraisers on behalf of 'Young Lives v
   Cancer' and we are honoured to be able to do the
   same.   

How we raise money for charities:

During the year, we have non uniform days at the end of a half term to raise 
money for charity.

Based on an idea from Ben, one of our previous 'Student Leaders', the 
School Council (from the past two years) have decided to have a charity 
linked to each of our school houses.

The charities selected were finalised by the School Council earlier this year 
and have all been selected for a reason.

Maple have been linked with 'Breakthrough T1D'; a national charity 
supporting research for Type 1 Diabetes (red).

Willow have been linked with 'Young Lives v Cancer'; a national charity 
supporting children and young people with cancer. (blue)

Hazel have been linked with 'Baton of Hope Torbay'; a local charity supporting 
mental health. (green)

Elder have been linked with 'Feed a Child Torbay'; a local charity providing 
food for local children and their families. (yellow)



Fantastic Fractions
Maidencombe Beach have been busy trying to work out fractions of 
amounts. They used different items from around the school to help them 
(chocolate was the class favourite!). All children really enjoyed the lesson 
and challenged themselves throughout.

Magical Learning
Breakwater Beach brought their learning to life before half term. After 
completing their instructional writing on how to create a potion, they 
celebrated by brewing their own magical concoctions. It was great fun, just 
like going to school at Hogwarts!



Wonderstruck
Year 5’s Wonderstruck trip was an exciting exploration of science. 
The day began with an immersive science show, where pupils 
experienced powerful air blasts and watched in amazement as Mr 
Harman attempted to break a concrete slab on Peter’s chest while 
he lay on a bed of nails. The children thoroughly enjoyed the 
thrilling demonstrations, and Jaxon was a lucky volunteer who 
confidently controlled Peter’s rocket car.

Afterwards, they put their skills to the test by designing and 
launching rockets, aiming carefully to hit a target. It was a fun-filled, 
inspiring and unforgettable science day.





















Spring 1: Aspiration Spring 2: Responsibility

January 

5th First day of Spring Term 
5th Personal Development Day 
7th Sound Communities Club starts for Year 6
9th Steve Darling MP to visit Oldway
12th Year 5/6 football league fixtures (Boys) 
15th Census Day
19th Year 5/6 football league fixtures (Girls) 
22nd Year 5/6 handball/tchoukball festival at 
          Paignton Academy Sports Hub for St 
          Marys Bay
26th Year 3/4 mixed team football fixtures
27th Netball friendly matches at Oldway 
27th Young Voices performance in Birmingham 
         for Oldway choir
29th Year 4 handball/tchoukball festival at 
         Paignton Academy Sports Hub for Anstey’s 
         Cove 
29th Heatree residential information meeting 
         for Year 5 parents 
30th Year 4 trip to Bournemouth Symphony 
         Orchestra, Great Hall, Exeter 

February 

2nd ‘Mummy & Me’ visit to Oldway swimming 
        pool
5th Year 1 handball/tchoukball festival at 
       Paignton Academy Sports Hub for 
       Liveremead Sands 
6th NSPCC Number Day 
6th Doel Cup Year 5/6 boys football 
9th/10th ‘Glow in the dark’ Dodgeball for 
                 Year 1 - 6
9th  Presentation from the Dental Team - Year 2 

  10th Stay and Play for parents and pre school
           children 
  10th Safer Internet Day 
  11th Wonderstruck Festival Y5 Brixham College
  11th TBGS Able and Talented workshop
  12th ‘Dream Big’ careers day (TBC) 
  13th Last day of half term and non-uniform
           Fundraiser

Half Term: 16th - 20th February

February   

Year 2 Paignton Zoo trip - dates TBC 
  Year 6 SATs/teacher assessment Q and A for 
              parents at 3:30 pm - date TBC

Year 1 Phonics Screening Info meeting for parents
23rd Staff and children return to school 
23rd Personal Development Day 
25th 3:30 - 6:30pm Parents / carers consultations

  March   

2nd 3:30 - 6:30pm Parents / carers consultations 
2nd Secondary school allocation day 
2nd Launch of ‘Eat Them to Defeat Them’ healthy         
        eating project
5th World Book Day 
6th Doel Cup Year 5/6 girls football 
9th Science Week
12th Year 5/6 Outdoor Education Sports at Paignton 
         Academy Sports Hub for Berry Head
16th/17th Class Photos with Fraser Portraits
19th Year 3 Outdoor Education Sports at Paignton 
         Academy Sports Hub for Oddicombe Beach
20th Comic Relief
24th Year 1 Paignton Library trip
25th Community Open Day - History of Oldway
25th Year 2 visit to Christ Church
26th Year 2 Outdoor Education Sports at Paignton 
         Academy Sports Hub for Fairy Cove
31st OSF Easter disco
31st Year 5 RAMM trip for Churston, Elberry and 
         Berry Head

  April   

1st Year 5 RAMM trip for Churston, Elberry and Berry 
      Head
2nd Last day of term and non-uniform fundraiser

Oldway Diary Dates Spring 2026

Easter Holidays
Staff and pupils return for the summer 
term on Monday 20th April 2026





Autumn Term 2025

Non-Pupil Day Tuesday 2nd September 2025

Non-Pupil Day Wednesday 3rd September 2025

First day Thursday 4th September 2025

Half Term Monday 27th October - Monday 3rd 

November 2025 inclusive

Non-Pupil Day Monday 3rd November 2025

Last day Friday 19th December 2025

Christmas holidays Monday 22nd December 2025 – Friday 2nd 

January 2026 inclusive

Spring Term 2026

First Day Monday 5th January 2026

Half Term Monday 16th - Friday 20th February 2026

Last day Thursday 2nd April 2026

Easter holidays Friday 3rd – Friday 17th April 2026

Summer Term 2026

First day Monday 20th April 2026

Bank Holiday Monday 4th May 2026

Half term Monday 25th May - Monday 1st June 2026 

inclusive

Non-Pupil Day Monday 1st June 2026

Non-Pupil Day Tuesday 2nd June 2026

Last day Tuesday 21st July 2026

Non-Pupil Day Wednesday 22nd July 2026

Summer holidays Thursday 23rd July - Friday 4th September 

2026 inclusive



Oldway School Uniform
Please see our school uniform detailed below. You can purchase items school 
uniform with the school logo from Riviera School Days and we also promote 
unbranded school items from local supermarkets.

https://rivieraschooldays.co.uk/product-category/schools/schools-oldway-primary-school/

