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Head of School Message
Dear Parents and Carers,

What a fabulous start to the autumn term! It has been such 
a pleasure to pop into classrooms and see all of the 
children so engaged with their learning in calm classrooms. 
Our school values - Aspiration, Responsibility and 
Kindness - are evident everywhere and we are so proud of 
the way our children have come back to school. 

Our youngest children have settled brilliantly in Nursery 
and Reception. If you have children in EYFS you will be 
receiving a ‘settling in survey’. We love to read your 
feedback so please take 5 minutes to fill it in. We also have 
a lovely new play area outside of the nursery for our 
youngest pupils to enjoy. 

We continue to celebrate your children every week with 
‘Hot chocolate with the head’, ‘Golden Phone calls’ and a 
celebration assembly every week. We love to celebrate 
great learning and brilliant behaviour and know that parents 
value this too. 

Please don’t forget that we are here to help if you have any 
concerns. We have staff at the gates and Seesaw is the 
easiest way to communicate with teachers.  
We’re looking forward to another great year
at Oldway. 

Emma Bamber 
(Headteacher) 

Weekly 
Attendance

Whole School 96.23%
Top Class Attendance

1st - Preston Sands - 99.79%
2nd - Goodrington - 99.59%
3rd - Oyster Cove - 98.59%

Shells - 90.74%
Hollicombe Beach - 92.94%
Livermead Sands - 98.59%

Torre Abbey Sands - 95.25%
Saltern Cove - 89.76%

Babbacombe Beach - 97.16%
Meadfoot Beach - 98.04%

Oddicombe Beach - 97.82%
Anstey’s Cove - 97.45%
Beacon Cove - 98.43%
Hope Cove - 93.33%

Maidencombe Beach - 83.92%
Churston Cove - 97.69%
Elberry Cove - 97.69%

Shoalstone Beach - 97.69%
Berry Head - 97.48%

Fishcombe Cove - 93.49%
St Mary’s Bay - 98.32%

Attendance at school is vital 
for learning. If your child’s 
attendance is less than 95%, 
their learning will be affected 
by their absence. 

School Opening Times
The school gates are open at the following times:
Morning opening times: 8:30 - 8:45am
Morning registration: 8:45am
Afternoon opening times: 3:10 - 3:30pm
Please be aware that the staff car park is closed to 
anyone apart from disabled badge holders from 
8:00am - 3:30pm

http://www.oldwayschool.co.uk
mailto:oldwayoffice@rivieraet.co.uk


Diary Dates Autumn 2026
Half term 1 Half term 2

School Tours for prospective pupils - Thursdays at 9:15am from 10th September onwards

September
3rd/4th - Non-pupil days
7th - School year begins
7th/8th - Pupils return to school: Personal 
                 Development Days 
7th, 8th and 9th - Nursery 2 year old stay and play 
          sessions
8th - Welcome meetings: Years 1 & 2
9th - Welcome meetings: Years 3 & 4
10th - Welcome meetings: Years 5 & 6
w/c 14th - School Council elections
18th - Inaugural School Council
18th - Curriculum Plans to parents
18th - Agatha Christie Writing Festival for 
           Maidencombe Beach
21st - Road Safety workshop with Taleblazers Y5
22nd - Caterlink Knife and Fork sessions with 
            Reception - Year 2 classes
22nd - Stay and Play coffee morning (9am)
30th - Reception INSITE morning - Preston Sands 

October
Black history month
1st - National Poetry Day: Theme - wonder
1st - Autumn census date 
1st - Reception INSITE morning - Goodrington 
         Sands 
6th - Stay and Play coffee morning (9am)
13th - Flu Vaccinations (Reception - Year 6)
           (optional)
13th (TUESDAY) - OSF Halloween Discos KS1 hall
         3:15 - 4:15 - Year 1 and 2
         4:30 - 5:30 - Year 3 and 4
         5:45 - 6:45 - Year 5 and 6
14th - Harvest festival at Christchurch (pupils 
            only) 
15th - Year 6 Roman Day
15th - Clive Pig author visiting Year 6
20th, 21st and 22nd - Year 1 INSITE mornings:
(need to check which class for each day)
         Tuesday 20th - Hollicombe Beach
         Wednesday 21st - Torre Abbey Sands
         Thursday 22nd - Livermead Sands
19th - 23rd - Year 6 residential at Heatree House
23rd - Non uniform charity fundraiser - details to 
           follow
23rd - Last day before half term

Autumn Half Term

November       
2nd - Non-pupil day
Tuesday 3rd - Pupils return to school: Personal 
                         Development Day
4th and 5th - Individual and sibling photos
4th - Parents’ Evening (3:30 - 6:30pm) 
9th - Parents’ Evening (3:30 - 6:30pm)
10th - Stay and Play coffee morning (9am)
11th - Remembrance day
12th - Year 1 and 2 film festival cinema trip
13th - Children in need (fundraiser)
W/C 16th - Anti-bullying week (odd socks)
16th - Odd sock day for anti-bullying (not a fundraiser)
17th - Year 4 INSITE morning 
18th - Year 3 INSITE morning
18th - SEND Parents’ Evening (3:30 - 5:15pm)
24th - Stay and Play coffee morning (9am)
24th - Year 3 and 4 film festival cinema trip
           Year 5 and 6 film festival cinema trip
Week beginning 30th - KS1 performance dress rehearsals 

December
1st - Nursery INSITE and Christmas Carols 2:00pm
3rd - Nursery INSITE and Christmas Carols 2:00pm
7th and 8th - KS1 Christmas performances 4:00pm
8th - Stay and Play coffee morning (9am)
9th - Christmas Music Concert in the drama hall 
         (time TBC)
11th - Christmas lunch/ Christmas jumper day/Rowcroft        
           Rudolph Run
14th - Reception Nativity 10:00am and 2:10pm
15th (pm) - Nursery party in the Nursery
15th - Year 3/4 Carol Service: Christchurch 2:00pm
           (parents invited)
16th - Year 5/6 Carol Service: Christchurch 2:00pm
           (parents invited)
16th (pm) - Year 3 and 4 party 
16th (pm) - Year 1 and 2 party 
17th (pm) - Reception party 
17th (pm) - Year 5 and 6 party
17th (pm) - Nursery party in the Nursery
18th - Last day before Christmas break



Celebrating our School Values
Congratulations to all these pupils, who were the first this academic year to 
be nominated by their class teachers for ’Hot Chocolate with the Head’. 
These children all display our school values of Aspiration, Responsibility 
and Kindness. We are very proud of them all.



Fantastic Results
At Oldway we are passionate about Early Reading and giving our children the best possible start. 
We are unbelievably proud that 94% of last year's Year 1 children passed their phonics screening 
check! We are also delighted that 86% of our Reception pupils achieved GLD (a good level of 
development). Well done to all our staff and parents worked incredibly hard together to give our 
children a flying start to their school journey! 



New for September 2026





Travel to School
Our school has been selected to take part in an important government evaluation 
looking at walking, wheeling and cycling to school. The project is being 
carried out by the National Centre for Social Research (NatCen) on behalf of 
Active Travel England (ATE). The findings will help inform future work and 
policies aimed at making active travel to school easier and safer for children.

Who can take part?
We are inviting parents and carers of children in Reception, Year 1, Year 5 
and Year 6 to complete a short online survey.
Your child does not need to regularly walk, wheel or cycle to school for you 
to take part. The survey is interested in everyone's experiences and views.
If you have more than one child in an eligible year group, you can complete the 
survey once for each eligible child.

What will the survey ask?
The survey takes around 10 minutes to complete and will ask about:

● How you and your child travel to and from school.
● What makes it easier or more difficult to walk, wheel or cycle to school.
● Your views on possible changes that could help children travel actively to 

school.
There are no right or wrong answers, and taking part is completely voluntary.

How to take part
Please complete the survey online by Wednesday 14 October 2026 using the 
link below:
Complete the Active School Travel Survey

Thank you for taking the time to share your views and support this important 
research.

https://survey.natcen.ac.uk/mrIWeb/mrIWeb.dll?I.Project=P2042601_MAI_V1&i.user1=154495&utm_source=chatgpt.com


Safer Families Online Events
Let’s Talk Safer Families - Free resources to parents, carers and professionals 
working with young people!
Our events combine age-specific guidance for Primary, Pre-Teen, Teen, and SEND 
families with expert-led sessions on key issues affecting young people today, 
including AI image abuse, the manosphere, violent pornography, and harmful online 
influences. Designed to help parents and carers understand risks, strengthen 
relationships, and feel more confident having challenging conversations with their 
children.
 
Take a look at the new 
Let's Talk Safer Families Events page, where you 
can find details of upcoming webinars, and 
opportunities to learn more about the programme.
Events are still being added, so keep checking back 
and sign up to stay up to date with the latest opportunities.

Mental Health Support 
Feeling worried about your child? You don’t have to face it alone.
The Parent Support Hub are running a free drop-in service for parents and carers. 

❖ Every Thursday (during term time)
❖ 12:30 - 2:00pm
❖ People’s Parkfield, Paignton
❖ No referral, no booking, just drop in

At the free drop in sessions you can:
❖ Talk with trained mental health professionals about any concerns you have.
❖ Receive guidance, advice and signposting, with additional support where 

appropriate.
❖ Create your own personailsed self-care toolkit to take away.
❖ Connect with other parents and carers who understand what you’re going 

through in a warm, supportive environment.

Please see further details on the poster below.

https://letstalksaferfamilies.org/events/
https://letstalksaferfamilies.org/events/




New Education Strategy for Torbay 
Torbay’s new Education Strategy has now been launched. 

The strategy has been developed with education leaders and partners across Torbay 
and sets out a shared commitment to improving outcomes and life chances for children 
and young people. Through Torbay Together, schools, settings and partners will work 
collaboratively on five collective priorities: school readiness, reading, belonging and 
attendance, high-quality transitions, and pathways into education, employment and 
training. 

We are also pleased to have been successful in securing a Department for Education 
grant to support the appointment of an independent chair, who will help launch and 
implement the new Torbay Together plan and strengthen the collective focus needed to 
make a striking impact on these priorities. 

You can read the strategy and supporting information on the Torbay Council website:
Torbay Together – Torbay Education Strategy 2026-2030 - Torbay Council 

https://www.torbay.gov.uk/education-strategy-2026-2029/
































Autumn Term 2026

Non-Pupil Day Thursday 3rd September 2026

Non-Pupil Day Friday 4th September 2026

First Day Monday 7th September 2026

Half Term Monday 26th October - Monday 2nd  

November 2026 inclusive

Non-Pupil Day Monday 2nd November 2026

Last Day Friday 18th December 2026

Christmas Holidays Monday 21st December 2026 – Monday 4th 

January 2027 inclusive

Spring Term 2027

Non-Pupil Day Monday 4th January 2027

First Day Tuesday 5th January 2027

Half Term Monday 15th - Friday 19th February 2027

Last day Thursday 25th March 2027

Easter holidays Friday 26th March – Friday 9th April 2027

Summer Term 2027

First day Monday 12th April 2027

Bank Holiday Monday 3rd May 2027

Half term Monday 31st May - Monday 7th June 2027 

inclusive

Non-Pupil Day Monday 7th June 2027

Last day Friday 23rd July 2027

Summer holidays Monday 26th July -  Friday 3rd September 

2027 inclusive



Oldway School Uniform
Please see our school uniform detailed below. You can purchase items school 
uniform with the school logo from Riviera School Days and we also promote 
unbranded school items from local supermarkets.

https://rivieraschooldays.co.uk/product-category/schools/schools-oldway-primary-school/

