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Head of School Message
Dear Parents and Carers,

It is that exciting time of year when we welcome 
prospective families into our school for tours—and what a 
joy it has been to show off the two pillars of our school: our 
rigorous academic offer driving high standards, and our 
rich Personal Development provision.

Visiting parents frequently comment on the calm, 
productive atmosphere across our classrooms and the 
exceptional behaviour of our pupils. The swimming pool is 
always a standout highlight on the tour; having such a 
fantastic facility on-site is something we deeply cherish!

Our youngest pupils in Reception have settled in 
remarkably well and are already proudly demonstrating 
their progress in reading, writing, and maths alongside their 
play-based learning. Meanwhile, our oldest children 
continue to model high aspirations in everything they 
do—you simply cannot fail to be impressed by their attitude 
to learning and achievements. Thank you to all our staff 
and pupils for making our school such a proud place to 
showcase.

Emma Bamber 
(Headteacher) 

Weekly 
Attendance

Whole School 95.62%
Top Class Attendance
1st - Babbacombe - 98.81%
2nd - Oddicombe - 98.63%
3rd - Hollicombe - 98.07%

Shells - 92.28%
Goodrington Sands - 96.55%

Preston Sands - 97.75%
Livermead Sands - 96.44%

Torre Abbey Sands - 93.16%
Oyster Cove - 97.32%
Saltern Cove - 93.69%

Meadfoot Beach - 97.53%
Anstey’s Cove - 96.91%
Beacon Cove - 97.78%
Hope Cove - 92.10%

Maidencombe Beach - 85.93%
Churston Cove - 94.44%
Elberry Cove - 95.47%

Shoalstone Beach - 96.69%
Berry Head - 92.86%

Fishcombe Cove - 94.84%
St Mary’s Bay - 96.16%

Attendance at school is vital 
for learning. If your child’s 
attendance is less than 95%, 
their learning will be affected 
by their absence. 

School Opening Times
The school gates are open at the following times:
Morning opening times: 8:30 - 8:45am
Morning registration: 8:45am
Afternoon opening times: 3:10 - 3:30pm
Please be aware that the staff car park is closed to 
anyone apart from disabled badge holders from 
8:00am - 3:30pm

http://www.oldwayschool.co.uk
mailto:oldwayoffice@rivieraet.co.uk








  Oldway Parent Surveys
Reception ‘Settling In’ Survey

In every area, we outperform similar schools. 
The information I received before my child started school was helpful. 
100% agree
My child has settled in well. 100% agree
Overall, my child’s experience of the school is very good or good. 100% agree. 
It’s easy to contact the school. 100% agree.
When I get in touch with the school, I get a response. 100% agree. 

  
An area for action: 
My child is safe at school. 91% agree and 9% have occasional concerns. We’d 
love to hear what we could do to make this better. Please talk to the Reception 
teachers or send an email to the office. 

Fabulous feedback:

● My child loves coming to school!
● My son is happy, we got lots of updates/pictures which is nice. Oldway have 

made it a very easy transition for both myself and my son.
● Everyone is always so cheerful and welcoming and the staff go above and 

beyond. My child also enjoys going to breakfast and after school club - the 
staff there are also amazing!

● I am super impressed with everything that is available to the children and 
even though it’s only been a few weeks my child has loved every day and 
was sad it was the weekend because there was no school 😂

● The transition has been fantastic, particularly the dolphin and the postcard 
that she received in the post ahead of starting school. These were really 
useful for us as it enabled us have positive conversations about getting 
ready for starting school.

● We are really happy we have chosen Oldway as our child’s school. I feel 
she is well supported by kind and caring staff. Thank you!



Hot Chocolate with the Head
Well done to these pupils who were chosen by their teachers to enjoy this week's 'Hot 
Chocolate with the Head'. They were selected for always following our school values. 
What superstars! 



     School Council
Our new School Councillors have been elected and 
have even had their first official meeting! Pupil 
leadership is a big part of life at Oldway, and we’re 
incredibly proud of every pupil who put themselves 
forward for election. It takes confidence, courage 
and a willingness to make a difference to stand up 
and represent your classmates - and that deserves 
recognition, whether they were elected or not. 
We’re looking forward to seeing their ideas, enthusiasm and leadership make a difference 
throughout the year. Congratulations to all of the School Councillors - we can’t wait to see 
what you achieve! 



Agatha Christie: The Mystery of 
the Missing Letter

Maidencombe Beach had a great time participating in 'The Mystery of the 
Missing Letter' Agatha Christie workshop.

They solved problems, got into character, through dressing up and role play, 
and enjoyed taking the time to slow down and take the story in any 
direction.

All children demonstrated our school values brilliantly throughout the day.

 



New for September 2026



Eco Council
Oldway celebrated World Rhino Day on 22nd September. We were very 
lucky to receive lots of great information about Paignton Zoo’s new rhinos, 
Khulu and Benja by Kay, a keeper 
at the zoo.

Have you been to visit the new 
rhinos yet?

The children loved learning about 
rhinos, sharing their facts, learning 
new ones and raising awareness 
as to how important it is to protect 
rhinos and their habitats.

Our Oldway litter picking is up and 
running again this year. Many classes 
have enjoyed completing their litter 
picks around the school. Year 1 Torre 
Abbey could not believe how much 
rubbish they found! Keep up the great 
work, Oldway!



Year 5/6 Boys’ Football Friendly
The Year 5/6 boys have played their first football of the new school year. Two 
friendly matches against White Rock Primary School in the sunshine! 

White Rock were, once again, amazing hosts - welcoming us with smiles, 
being fantastic opponents and even providing us with oranges at half time! 

Our two teams played brilliantly. Their instructions were to go out and enjoy 
themselves and that is exactly what they did! Well done to all of the players 
that played, to all at White Rock for hosting us and a special thank you to the 
family and friends who came to support us. 

White Rock 3 - 6 Oldway Team 1 (Kooper, Eddie x2, Harry H x3) 
White Rock 2 - 3 Oldway Team 2 (Reuben x2, Harry T) 

Players of the matches: Luke and Harry R



Paignton Heritage Society have recently started a group called 
Junior Explorers, for children (8-13) who are interested in local 
history. The group is led by Jo Tucker, retired head of a local 
primary school, with three assistants. All are DBS checked and 
have had safeguarding training. The group meets once a month 
on Saturday mornings and parents are welcome to stay if they 
wish. They also visit areas of local interest and have recently 
been to Kirkham House, the Bishops tower and the Parish 
Church. More visits are planned for the next few months, together 
with some indoor activities. Suggestions from parents or children 
for future visits and activities are encouraged.

For more information contact Lesley Drew on 07749238672.

Email Lesley-chris.drew@sky.com

Paignton Heritage Society have their annual open day on 24th 
October. This will be held in the Methodist Church Hall Palace 
Avenue from 10am to 4pm. Items from the archive including a 
vast collection of old pictures and photos of the local area will be 
on display.  Jo Tucker will be there with some current members of 
Junior Explorers. This would be an excellent opportunity to find 
out more and to meet the people running the group. 









Find the Fake 
Online safety experts Internet Matters is encouraging families to ‘Find 
the Fake’. 

Find the Fake is a set of interactive quizzes designed for parents and 
children to complete together. Through fun and engaging challenges, 
families are encouraged to compete against each other to identify 
fake news, manipulated images, misleading headlines and other 
forms of mis and disinformation. 

As well as some healthy parents vs children competition, the quizzes 
provide a safe and accessible way to start important conversations 
about what we see online and whether it can be trusted. 

By working through real-world examples together, parents and 
children can build critical thinking skills, learn to question online 
content and develop the confidence to make more informed decisions 
about what they read, watch and share. 

Check out the quizzes online here.Can you Find the Fake?

https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/fake-news-and-misinformation-advice-hub/find-the-fake/?utm_source=Referral&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=FTF&utm_content=Landing_page






















Diary Dates Autumn 2026
Half term 1 Half term 2

School Tours for prospective pupils - Thursdays at 9:15am from 10th September onwards

September
3rd/4th - Non-pupil days
7th - School year begins
7th/8th - Pupils return to school: Personal 
                 Development Days 
7th, 8th and 9th - Nursery 2 year old stay and play 
          sessions
8th - Welcome meetings: Years 1 & 2
9th - Welcome meetings: Years 3 & 4
10th - Welcome meetings: Years 5 & 6
w/c 14th - School Council elections
18th - Inaugural School Council
18th - Curriculum Plans to parents
18th - Agatha Christie Writing Festival for 
           Maidencombe Beach
21st - Road Safety workshop with Taleblazers Y5
22nd - Caterlink Knife and Fork sessions with 
            Reception - Year 2 classes
22nd - Stay and Play coffee morning (9am)
30th - Reception INSITE morning - Preston Sands 

October
Black history month
1st - National Poetry Day: Theme - wonder
1st - Autumn census date 
1st - Reception INSITE morning - Goodrington 
         Sands 
6th - Stay and Play coffee morning (9am)
13th - Flu Vaccinations (Reception - Year 6)
           (optional)
13th (TUESDAY) - OSF Halloween Discos KS1 hall
         3:15 - 4:15 - Year 1 and 2
         4:30 - 5:30 - Year 3 and 4
         5:45 - 6:45 - Year 5 and 6
14th - Harvest festival at Christchurch (pupils 
            only) 
15th - Year 6 Roman Day
15th - Clive Pig author visiting Year 6
20th, 21st and 22nd - Year 1 INSITE mornings:
(need to check which class for each day)
         Tuesday 20th - Hollicombe Beach
         Wednesday 21st - Torre Abbey Sands
         Thursday 22nd - Livermead Sands
19th - 23rd - Year 6 residential at Heatree House
23rd - Non uniform charity fundraiser - details to 
           follow
23rd - Last day before half term

Autumn Half Term

November       
2nd - Non-pupil day
Tuesday 3rd - Pupils return to school: Personal 
                         Development Day
4th and 5th - Individual and sibling photos
4th - Parents’ Evening (3:30 - 6:30pm) 
9th - Parents’ Evening (3:30 - 6:30pm)
10th - Stay and Play coffee morning (9am)
11th - Remembrance day
12th - Year 1 and 2 film festival cinema trip
13th - Children in need (fundraiser)
W/C 16th - Anti-bullying week (odd socks)
16th - Odd sock day for anti-bullying (not a fundraiser)
17th - Year 4 INSITE morning 
18th - Year 3 INSITE morning
18th - SEND Parents’ Evening (3:30 - 5:15pm)
24th - Stay and Play coffee morning (9am)
24th - Year 3 and 4 film festival cinema trip
           Year 5 and 6 film festival cinema trip
Week beginning 30th - KS1 performance dress rehearsals 

December
1st - Nursery INSITE and Christmas Carols 2:00pm
3rd - Nursery INSITE and Christmas Carols 2:00pm
7th and 8th - KS1 Christmas performances 4:00pm
8th - Stay and Play coffee morning (9am)
9th - Christmas Music Concert in the drama hall 
         (time TBC)
11th - Christmas lunch/ Christmas jumper day/Rowcroft        
           Rudolph Run
14th - Reception Nativity 10:00am and 2:10pm
15th (pm) - Nursery party in the Nursery
15th - Year 3/4 Carol Service: Christchurch 2:00pm
           (parents invited)
16th - Year 5/6 Carol Service: Christchurch 2:00pm
           (parents invited)
16th (pm) - Year 3 and 4 party 
16th (pm) - Year 1 and 2 party 
17th (pm) - Reception party 
17th (pm) - Year 5 and 6 party
17th (pm) - Nursery party in the Nursery
18th - Last day before Christmas break



Autumn Term 2026

Non-Pupil Day Thursday 3rd September 2026

Non-Pupil Day Friday 4th September 2026

First Day Monday 7th September 2026

Half Term Monday 26th October - Monday 2nd  

November 2026 inclusive

Non-Pupil Day Monday 2nd November 2026

Last Day Friday 18th December 2026

Christmas Holidays Monday 21st December 2026 – Monday 4th 

January 2027 inclusive

Spring Term 2027

Non-Pupil Day Monday 4th January 2027

First Day Tuesday 5th January 2027

Half Term Monday 15th - Friday 19th February 2027

Last day Thursday 25th March 2027

Easter holidays Friday 26th March – Friday 9th April 2027

Summer Term 2027

First day Monday 12th April 2027

Bank Holiday Monday 3rd May 2027

Half term Monday 31st May - Monday 7th June 2027 

inclusive

Non-Pupil Day Monday 7th June 2027

Last day Friday 23rd July 2027

Summer holidays Monday 26th July -  Friday 3rd September 

2027 inclusive



Oldway School Uniform
Please see our school uniform detailed below. You can purchase items school 
uniform with the school logo from Riviera School Days and we also promote 
unbranded school items from local supermarkets.

https://rivieraschooldays.co.uk/product-category/schools/schools-oldway-primary-school/

